Unfolding Identities: Workshop 3

‘Britishness’

Objectives: 

· To explore what 'being British' means in today’s world.

· To consider why it is difficult to devise a clear definition of 'Britishness' and why this might be the case.

Workshop resources: Natasha's film, quoted extracts from Sarah’s film, 'Britishness' Quiz questions

Activity 1: 15 minutes 

Materials: post-it pads.

a) All pupils to think of three words or images that they connect with the term British, then write or draw a picture of this on a post-it note and attach to a large sheet headed ‘Britishness’.

Take in turns to share their responses.

b) Ask class to work in small groups and reflecting on the words and images connected to ‘Britishness’, to consider:

How do these images connect with their own understanding of being British? 

c) In their groups ask the students to choose 5 images, which they feel best portray a sense of Britishness.

d) The groups then share their chosen words or images with the whole class, discussing their reasons for making these choices.

e) Lead a class discussion on the various factors, which can contribute towards defining a sense of 'Britishness'.

See teachers notes for activity 1

Activity 2: 15 minutes

Show Natasha’s film 

Encourage the class to offer feedback about different aspects of Natasha’s cultural identity.  

Consider the following quote from Natasha:

“My great grandfather, he had 12 children and he sent them off to different parts of the world, so I have family everywhere that I don’t know, which is quite funny because I could be walking past them in the street and not know them.”

Small group work: Ask the students to consider their own family links to countries other than Britain.  

Each group to represent these links in diagrammatic form on sketched maps of the world (available from http//www.shutterstock.com)

Activity 3: 10 minutes

Workshop resource: quoted extracts from Sarah’s film

Discuss the extent to which you can feel that you belong to Britain if your family does not originate from Britain,

Consider this quotation from Sarah (her film has not yet been shown):

“I’m Sarah and I’m 15 years old.  I’m a British Asian and I was born in Harrow, London.  I’m Pakistani and I follow the religion of Islam.  There are quite a few places that I consider as home. One of them is Brighton as I’ve lived here all my life. I feel safe here and know my way around it quite well.”

Discuss how someone having links with other countries does not prevent them from identifying with Britain or seeing themselves as being British. 

What might be the factors that makes some people feel British and others not?  

Discuss this and identify these factors.

Activity 4: 10 minutes

Resources required: 'Britishness' quiz questions 

Class to work in groups of four or five to answer the questions in a quiz about historical facts connected with Britain. 

Discuss the class’ responses in relation to the actual answers.  

What have we learnt about what it is to be British or to identify with Britishness?

Encourage the class to explore how and why definitions of ‘Britishness’ are evolving.

Teachers’ notes for activity 1:

Encourage the class to consider what underlies the images of 'Britishness', for example:

Do any images promote stereotypical assumptions?

The class could have access to the internet for researching their ideas about what they feel defines British identity. 

A wide range of magazines and newspapers can be an alternative

source of images.

Notes for a double session: 

Activity 2 can be extended by 20 minutes by further developing students’ awareness of the complexity of defining ‘Britishness’.

For example interviewing each other in pairs to discuss their own family background and the effect this may have on their identity. 

Sensitivity is required for this activity, in particular those students in care or those from minority ethnic groups, who may feel vulnerable in discussing their ancestry.

There is also an opportunity for the use of performance, which is based on someone the students know, such as a member of their family.

This can explore the views of different generations and on the theme of ‘Britishness’.

Activity 5: 10 minutes

Divide the class into groups of four or five, each group to establish their own definition of ‘Britishness’.

After sharing these results, the class can discuss the process of creating a definition of ‘Britishness’ and vote for a final agreed version.

Activity 6: 20 minutes

After discussion of definitions of ‘Britishness’, ask students in small groups to consider and define what they would like to change or influence about Britain.

This could also be a group creative writing exercise, to express personal visions of an ideal Britain.

As a whole class, discuss the shared results of this activity.
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